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Delegates during the opening

session of the Youth Assembly,

World Urban Forum 6 in Naples, Italy.
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The World Urban Forum (WUF) was established by the United
Nations to examine one of the most pressing problems
facing the world today- rapid urbanization and its impact on
communities, cities, economies, climate change and policies.
The Forum is organized and convened by the Executive
Director of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(UN-Habitat) pursuant to paragraph 10 of resolution 18/5 of
the Commission on Human Settlements and United Nations
General Assembly resolution 56/206.

The Forum is held in a different host city/country biennially
drawing a wide range of experts from every walk of life
including Habitat Agenda Partners, government leaders,
ministers, mayors, diplomats, members of national, regional
and international associations of local governments, non-
governmental and community organizations, professionals,
academics, grassroots women’s organizations, youth and
slum dwellers groups as partners working for a better Urban
Future. Since the first meeting in Nairobi, Kenya in 2002,
the Forum has grown in size and stature as it travelled to
Barcelona in 2004, Vancouver 2006, Nanjing in 2008, and Rio
de Janeiro in 2010.

As an integral part of the Sixth Session of the World Urban
Forum, the fourth World Urban Youth Assembly was held in
Naples, Italy on 2 September 2012. The holding of the Youth
Assembly early in the programme of WUF provided youth

with the opportunity to deliberate on issues of particular
significance to them including safety, employment, job
creation, access to basic services, climate change and green
jobs and governance. The discussions also highlighted the
potential areas of youth contribution in the context of the
theme of the main forum “The Urban Future”.

The Youth assembly was attended by 380 people from around
the world including the members of the UN-Habitat Youth
Advisory Board, Urban Youth Fund, One Stop Youth Centre
Coordinators and representatives of youth led organizations.
The speakers included young people and specialists from the
Academia/Research, Inter-governmental organization, Local
government, National Government, United Nations, Non-
governmental organization, Private Sector, and Foundations
from Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, Latin American/
Caribbean, and Oceania

The Youth Assembly approved a WUF6 Youth Statement that
was read during the WUF's Closing Ceremony. A Naples 2012
Declaration on Urban Water and Sanitation and Urban Youth
and Mobility were approved by the Assembly’s attendees.

UN-Habitat would like to thank the Government of Norway
and NORAD for it's support of the Youth Assembly through
supporting the participation UN-Habitat Youth Advisory Board
and developing countries youth representatives.
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Opening session during the World
Urban Forum 6 in Naples, Italy.
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The Opening session was addressed by the Dr. Joan Clos,
Executive Director of UN-Habitat, Ms. Lakshmi Puri, Deputy
Executive Director of UN Women, Hon. Arvinn Eikeland
Gadgil, State Secretary for International Development,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Norway, Mr. Jodo Scarpelini, Former
UN-Habitat Youth Advisory Board member, and Professor
Oyebanji Oyeyinka, Director, UN-Habitat among others.

Moderators: Mr. Bret Thiele; Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights

Co -Moderator: Sara Mohamed Ali, Plan International
delegate

Speakers

e Dr. Joan Clos, Executive Director, UN-Habitat and
Under Secretary General of the United Nations

e Ms. Lakshmi Puri, Deputy Executive Director,
UN Women

¢ Hon. Arvinn Eikeland Gadgil, State Secretary for
International Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Norway
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. ) . . Youth delegate from Sierra Leone display her massage during the fast
¢ Mr. Nicola Formichella, Parliamentarian African Youth Assembly in Abuja, Nigeria 2011.

e Mr. Joao Filipe Scarpelini, Former UN-Habitat Youth © UN-Habitat/ Julius Mwelu
. | |
Advisory Board

e Ms. Giuseppina Tommasielli, Equal Opportunity and
Youth Policy Councillor of City of Naples
Jl nt

e Ms Giovanna Del Giudice, Equal Opportunity and
Youth Policy Councillor of Provincia of Naples
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UN-Habitat Executive Director
Dr Joan Clos addresses the delegates
during the opening session of the
World Urban Forum 6 in Naples, Italy.
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welcomed the participants to the opening plenary.

He explained that UN-Habitat organizes the World Urban
Forum every two years to give partners a platform to
contribute and enrich the work of UN-Habitat. The outcomes
of the World Urban Forum feed into the Governing Council
that is also held every two years where Governments discuss
the administrative/programmatic work of UN-Habitat.

Dr. Clos noted that during the 20"Century women rights
had undergone very steeping points and beginning with the
accession (this is not clear, please explain TO) in the social and
political acceptance in the society/advancement of women
rights. The Executive Director said it took quite a long time
to grant women political rights in most democracies. He
underscored the need to recognizing the immense efforts
that generations of women have provided to elevate the
civilization of humanity. In relation to urbanization, women
are very strong force in the urban setting, we are seeing a lot
of women in social urban responsibilities; social movements
and we are seeing a lot of them fighting for the conditions
of people in the cities. The city provides women an additional
chance of women rights because they are out of the traditional
settings. We should recognize the fraternity between cities
and women rights, cities have a lot of problems but also
provide a lot of new opportunities.

Statement by Dr. Joan Clos,
UN-Habitat Executive Director

Dr. Clos, speaking on the progress of youth emancipation
explained that in the traditional structural family settings,
young people had no powers but rather they were to obey,
and contribute to the new work force. He noted that lately,
this has changed as young people are beginning a process of
political, social and economic emancipation, and are beginning
to say things. Young people are becoming the majority of the
population in some regions for example in Africa the median
age is 18 years. This expresses a lot of things, a lot of young
population, need to develop their own lives, their futures
but unfortunately most of these young people do not have
decent livelihoods and jobs. He called upon the participants
to express their ideas in the assemblies and that UN-Habitat
will in turn relay the ideas to Governments, General Assembly
and the UN family.

In his concluding remarks, Dr. Clos noted that UN-Habitat
recognizes the special importance of youth involvement and
gender issues which is why it created special departments
focusing on them.
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Former UN-Habitat Youth Advisory
Board Mr. Jodo Scarpelini, addresses
delegates during the Youth Assembly
of the World Urban Forum 6 in Naples, Italy.
© UN-Habitat / Julius Mwelu
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highlighted the vital role that Forum plays

Mr. Scarpelini,
in creating a meaningful participation of young people in
UN-Habitat's work. It provided a great platform to celebrate
the achievements and critically evaluate the progress of youth
involvement in UN-Habitat’s work.

Mr. Jodo further noted that although meaningful participation
of youth in programming is not easy, UN-Habitat has been
able to achieve key milestones through the implementation
of a number of initiatives throughout the world including:.

Urban Youth Fund: With the support of the Government
of Norway, UN-Habitat has been able to champion youth
participation through the funding of youth led projects
throughout the world. Through the funding young people
are taking the responsibility to improve their cities and are
working with local authorities.

Youth and Governance: He explained that through the
Youth Advisory Board, UN-Habitat has been including young
people in Governance. The Youth Advisory Board champions
youth work in UN-Habitat, with a particular emphasis on
mainstreaming youth across the agency and also by making
sure that projects implemented by UN-Habitat put youth in
the driver’s seat.

One Stop Youth Centers: He noted that the One Stop Youth
Centers provide youth with the much needed safe spaces
in urban settings where they are able to meet and access
information and resources critical to youth-led development.

Statement by Mr. Joao Scarpelini,
Former UN-Habitat Youth Advisory Board

He explained that the model utilizes an integrated approach
to youth development and is implemented in partnership
with local government entities.

A\ R I I I I R

“We have come a long way in the process of
increasing the participation of young people
as Co-Partners. We are here to celebrate all
the achievements but also to critically look at
what we have achieved and what needs to be
done,” Joao said

.......“‘“‘............//

Research: UN-Habitat has also championed research
exploring the role of youth in sports, peace building, conflict
resolution, information and communication, job creation and
exploring the green economy alternatives. He emphasized the
need to partnering with young people directly implementing
these programmes in the grassroots.

Youth 21 is an initiative created to strengthen youth
participation not only within UN-Habitat but across the UN
system, trying to listen to what young people have to say
as well as challenging them to come up with their own
solutions/ideas. He further challenged member states to join
and create a platform to make the world a better place for
young people based on equal partnership.

WORLD URBAN YOUTH ASSEMBLY
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Youth discussing at the UN-Habitat
exihibition area during the World Urban
Forum 6 in Naples, Italy.
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Parliamentarian, Italy

\ AT E ERY speaking on behalf of the President of the
Region of Campania (Mr. Stefano Caldoro) and the Italian
Parliament noted that the region’s hosting of the World
Urban Forum meant being a major actor in the processes of
change which involve the cities of world urbanization and
sustainable development which are very sensitive issues. It is
important that we involve younger generation in dealing with
these issues to be able to build their future in line with these
processes of modernization and urbanization, he said.

Volunteers posing for group photo during the World Urban Forum 6 in
Naples, Italy. © UN-Habitat / Julius Mwelu

Statement by Mr. Nicola Formichella,

He explained that the region of Campania had devoted
suitable attention to these issues with targeted programmes
focusing on sustainable development such as the new
urban housing plans, social housing plans and landscaping
city improvements. Mr. Formichella, describing the major
programmes that have been recognized as best practices in
the European region, explained that the programmes aim to
improve the whole of the region of Campania. He stated that
the region had a major potential and that it can certainly deal
with the challenge of change effectively. He further noted
that the great challenge in the future of Italy and the region
was the new generational challenge and unemployment of
young people. He emphasized the need to provide young
people with the opportunity of implementing enterprises so
that they are able to see their own talents being recognized
and put in practice. Young people cannot however do this on
their own, but there is need to develop country systems and
institutions which can incentivize the development of these
ideas. To come out of this crisis, we believe that we need
to invest in young human resources by making it possible to
develop young people ideas through access to credit so that
new enterprises and developments are created.

WORLD URBAN YOUTH ASSEMBLY




Arvinn Eikeland Gadgil,
Junior Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Norway addresses the delegates at
Youth Assembly during the World Urban

Forum 6 in Naples, Italy.
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Statement by Hon. Arvinn Eikeland Gadgil -

State Secretary for International Development,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Norway

LT Bt [o[IF started his statement with a special thanks to

the Government of Italy for hosting the WUF 6, UN-Habitat,
Youth Unit and Gender Units for organizing the special events
for youth and women.

He noted that we are now in the middle of the storm,
having to address some of the most important questions of
inequalities which destroy everything that society stands for.
He added that the mega trends in the world told us that what
we were going to discuss in those twin forums are among
the most important issues being handled on the international
stage. They include rising urbanization, youth bulge which
presents a lot of opportunities and some challenges, as well
as the issue human rights and women rights especially sexual
and reproductive rights.

Decrying the effects of inequality, Hon Arvin noted that
inequality is the venom of society; that destroys everything
that society stands for, including destroying the trust
between the people and as well as governments. He said that
inequality comes in three different forms including, secrecy,
exclusion and creed (greed?) The issue of inequality hasn't
been discussed on the international stage for a long time.
He emphasized the need to deal with the issue of inequality
through the following:

e We need to shift the power and participation that's
never easy.

e We have to realize that if those that we claim to
consult, do not feel like they have been consulted than
they were not. It is not about our feelings and opinions,
but theirs.

e Those who want to be heard to trust their gut feelings
to stand up for themselves, raise their voices and speak
up. It does not help to stand by and wait for someone
else to do it.

He noted that panel debates alone are not going to save the
community from inequality, the real antidotes are building
personal relations and alliances. He called on the participants
to build personal relationships through networking and
building alliances, by using the spaces between the forums
to exchange ideas.

WORLD URBAN YOUTH ASSEMBLY




Ms. Lakshmi Puri,
Deputy Executive Director, UN Women.
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started her statement by thanking the Government
of Italy, UN-Habitat, and all the partners for organizing and
hosting this Gender and Youth Assemblies. She further
commended the organizers for giving priority to youth and
gender as two central themes in the context of this World
Urban Forum.

Describing current global youth statistics, Ms. Puri noted that
the number of adolescents and young people worldwide is at
an all-time high. As the world is facing many interconnected
challenges including financial, economic, food, energy,
environmental and other crises, young women and men
represent a huge resource as agents of change for advancing
peace and security, development, human rights and gender
equality.

She further stated that young women and men are also
the most at risk with regard to changes in the economy,
increasing inequalities within and between countries, and the
impact of climate change. They continue to face challenges
and limitations to participate in decision-making processes
that affect their lives. This is an issue of denial of rights and a
loss of potential that the world cannot afford. Young people
face obstacles because of the lack of openness of political
processes, because of biased perceptions of their experience
and capacity, and lack of sensitivity to their demands and
priorities. Political parties, parliaments, governments or
international organizations are often led by older men (and
women) who are gatekeepers and who control access to
political positions.

Statement by Ms. Lakshmi Puri
Deputy Executive Director,

UN Women

In conclusion, Ms. Puri noted that young women and men
are at the same time, part of the solution as demonstrated
in their commitment and capacity to organize, to advocate
for change and to contribute to all issues concerning them
including political reform.

No consultation processes can be considered
as democratic and inclusive if they do not
reflect both young women’s and men’s views.
Young people must be able to move from
formal participation to the articulation of their
rights, needs, and expectations.

There will be no future without young women
and men shaping the development of cities —
cities that have to be safe and sustainable for
all, that provide the resources for economic
empowerment, infrastructure and services-
Ms. Lakshmi Puri, Deputy Executive
Director, UN Women

WORLD URBAN YOUTH ASSEMBLY
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The youth delegate Sara Mohamed Ali from Egypt Arab World
Spring talked about the challenges faced by young women
like her particularly growing up in informal settlements of the
city. Representing the girl child she talked about the issues
related to space, safety and skills development in not only in
the countries affected by Arab spring, but worldwide.

"All girls should have a safe space to
express themselves, their dreams and share
experiences,” she concluded.
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Other speakers including Ms. Giuseppina Tommasielli, Ms
Giovanna Del Giudice, and HH Sheikha Amthal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah representing the the Emir of Kuwait reiterated
the need to place emphasis on investing in youth and provid-
ing mentorship

World Urban Youth Assembly delegates from Africa visiting the
exihibition stands during the World Urban Forum 6 in Naples, Italy.
© Julius Mwelu/UN-Habitat
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Volunteers possing for group
photo during the World Urban
Forum 6 in Naples, Italy.
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The delegates at the UN-Habitat

exhibition area during the World
Urban Forum 6 in Naples, Italy.
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Key messages at the joint
opening ceremony

The following issues were highlighted by the Speakers: e Young people should have safe spaces to express

- . . themselves, their dreams and share experiences
e (Cities should be designed and built for women and

youth so as to attract them e Young people should be provided with opportunities

to implement enterprises so that they are able to put
their talents into practice. This can be enhanced by the
development of country systems and institutions that
incentivize these ideas are encouraged.

*  Youth should be considered as assets as this has been
demonstrated by their role in the Middle Eastern
countries where they have been in the fore front driving
positive and democratic change

e Strengthening partnership with young people
in the grass roots who are directly involved with
implementation of youth programmes.

¢ Young women in particular, face even greater barriers to
decent livelihoods, with poorer access to education and
jobs and often under threat of violence or harassment.

e Partnership with private sector was emphasized
especially to support small businesses for youth
development

e Local authorities must seek to mainstream youth
issues into all aspects of their policies, planning and
implementation.

e There is need to strengthen Youth Advisory Board as a
mechanism to engage youth with UN-Habitat

¢ Young people must be able to move from formal
participation to the articulation of their rights, needs,
and expectations.

¢ There will be no future without young women and
men shaping the development of cities — cities that
have to be safe and s L_JStamable forall, t_hat prOVIde the The delegates at the UN-Habitat exhibition area during the World
resources for economic empowerment, infrastructure Urban Forum 6 in Naples, Italy. © UN-Habitat / Julius Mwelu
and services
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State of Urban Youth Report
2012-2013; Youth in the
Prosperity of Cities.
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